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REF: INT 07/13 
 

Item: Shower gels 
 

Commodity: 

 
Shower gel or shower cream, also known as body wash, is the general term for a 

substance similar to liquid soap, which is used for cleaning the body. Shower gel 
may be of different scents and are put up for retail sale. 
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Classification: 
 

Headings under consideration:  33.07 and 34.01. 
 

Note (III) to Heading 33.07, includes   “Bath preparations, such as perfumed bath 

salts and preparations for foam baths, whether or not containing soap or other organic 

surface-active agents (see Note 1 (c) to Chapter 34).” 
  

However, Preparations for washing the skin, in which the active component consists 
wholly or partly of synthetic organic-surface active agents (which may contain soap in 
any proportion), in the form of liquid or cream and put up for retail sale, are classified in 
heading 34.01.  Such preparations not put up for retail sale are classified in heading 
34.02. 
 

Heading 34.01, subheading 3401.30.  

 
 

 
Rationale: 
 
 

By application of GIR 1 and GIR 6 of the Harmonised Commodity Description and 
Coding System. 
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